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Captain James Cook was a navigator and commander of
incredible skill. He charted more of the globe than any
man before him and his maps were used by navigators
tor decades after they were created.

A new exhibition, the Antarctic and Southern Ocean
Exhibition, to open at the Tasmanian Museum and Art
Gallery in March, 2006, will look at Gnnk s voyage into

Antarctic waters in 1773.

James Cook 1728-1779

1728 Born Detober 27 in Marton, Yorkshire,

Cook was sent 1o Tahiti to obsarve the Transit of Venus across
the face of the sun in 1768, An accurate measurement of this

phenomenan was considered useful to astranomers and as an
aid to sea navigation. Unfortunately thers wara problems with

James Cook was born and raised
in Yorkshire and it was in the North
Yorkshire part of Whitby that he
first experienced lile aboard a ship.
Cook joined the merchant navy as
an apprentice aboard ships known
as Whitby Colliers or “cats".
Sailors knew Whithy as the only
safe place of refuge between the

Humber and Tyne rivers an the

£

east coast of England, it tharefora
bacame a centra dor shipping
mainly coal and alum. But men of
Whittry sent ghips around the world

Frozen world
comes to the
Tas Museum

Captain Cook's vowage into Antarctic
waters will be just ona of many stories

to be recalled when people visit a new
parmanent Antarctic exhibition to open
early next year at the Tesmanian Museum
and Art Gallery.

Ther Amarctic and Southern Ocaan
Exhibition will apen an March 7.

On that day 94 years ago, explarer Roald
Amundsen announced to the world the
success of his expedition to reach the
South Pole. Ha sent the message from

| their measurements, making the visit almost useless, anid Cook wauld no doubil have the Hobart GPO.
1736 His family moved to nearby Great Ayton, 4| Cookwas not the first European to visit Tahiti but he was the heard tals of faraway places when Cok préceded Amungsei's vhyage
Yorkshire 4 first to accurately survey and chart the island. n his time on he worked there. saulh by 140 years, his expedition
1740 Finishes school and qoes to help his “1 tha island he aiso had problams with thieving Tahitians and : in the Antarctie Circle in.d
g g p i daveloped a mathod of dealing with trouble from natives —taking The port and town of Whitby, Yorkshire, England crossing the Antarctic Gircle In January,
A Aty R i = paople hostags - that fia would emplay elsewhers not always EMRILEY IR s TR LS St i i
1745 Starts work as a clerkin a grocery and .| ‘with pesitive results, He also had problems with his own crew Wh tby Mapping this voyage clearly defined
drapery store at Staithes. mixing with the Tahitian women. Cook would return to the island X 1 | ! Antarctica as a separata land mass.
on later voyapes, Tahiti later became a French colony and is now L ] o - :
1746 Takes up an apprenticeship as a part of the seli-gavernad area of Franch Palynesia, ik = - o . Visitors to the Tasmanian Musaum's
merchant sailor at the port of Whitky. His first \ Foé 1 a1 ——+- Coak’s first voyage Those he left behind extensive exhiiition will learn more about
ship is @ Whitby coal carrier known as a ‘cat’ 5 iY/ " waioreatocn o avtel Baniin \ (J[/‘ \ When ook first landed in Hawail in 1778 he vias prabably 1 P ST T i R many of the early seafaring explorers
: f Takin af the Sritish For! Venus i \ ot the first Eurapean to visit but was the first o chart i ey AMMAL OO MALITST, zzem Jais. hesides Cook.

1755 Leaves the marchant navy to join ’ i Tahiti in 1769, e \ i Sl e e Sanmwich ISIANAS AREC s iend tha 4 4 Cook's second voyage Dacember 1762 and in April 1783 sailed off to -
the Royal Navy. Courtesy: State Library of HSW \\ e Earl of Sandwich. Cook was welcomed s a god but when EUROPE Departure: July 1772 Canada where ha stayed for several years. He The scope of the exhibition s far broader

— ( \ Maotka Sewnd [ (ol o4 i01770, he overstayed his weloome and a - Return: July 1775 would spend maora time at sea than at iame with than just noking &t the early sea voyages
1757 Reaches tha rank of mastar | {atal battls ensusd with e nativas. Hawak wauld latar e f."“ _ Qe think wosops rf1i Ehra ml:'lnl:llﬁ yet';wnue at n%rlqe I;e[“as i uevntﬂ and maritime history of the Southern
1758 Sails for Canada to join British farces | be annexed by tha S and in 1856 became the 50th state, SN [ Departure: June 1776 paenglrdn b ﬂ" E'JDUD agrlﬁﬁianltzaTnee cc;ﬁﬁ Fbdrin (icean and the frozen warld at the
fighting the Franch. Cook takes up surveying _ == et N Caok's degth: February 1779 childran only thra of wharm survived beyond southemmost part of this planet
and produces his first map of the Bay and =2 Dadheira L e o oo 2000 infancy. Twa of Cook's sons died at sea and the Exhibition information
Harbour of Gaspey, awall J - — SR other died while studying to enter the clergy. :
1759 Survays the St Lawrence River ; Mrs Cook died in 1835 at the age of 93 ANCATCICE ANLING LIEAL SOLHE

ETEQ Raturns ta England and marries Elizabeth
atls,

1763 He joins an expedition for Canada as
official surveyor to map Nawloundland and its
surrounding islands.

1768 Back in England he is promoted to
Lieutenant and placed in command of tha HM
Bark Endeavour. In August, the Endeavour sets
s4il on a vayage to Tahiti to observe the Transt
of Venus, and secret arders 1o explore the south
seas 1o search for a great southern continent.

1769 Arrives in Tahiti, makes ohservations of
the Transit of Venus and spends time charting
its coast. He then heads for New Zealand

1770 The Endeavour sails along he aast coast
of Australia. He arrives in Botany Bay in April
1770, Atterwards, he sails through Torres
Strait around New Guinga arriving in Batavia in
Dacember 1770,

1771 The Endeavour returns to England and
Coagk i promoted to Commander. Despite
the disappointing rasults of his Transit
obsarvations, Cook is appointad to conduct a
second voyage.

1772 Cook sails on the Resolution,
accompanied by the Adventure, to look for the
southarn continant

1773 Cook abandons his search for Cape
Circumeision {Bouvet Island, near Antarctica),
believed to be part of the southern continant.
Ha heads aast hoping to find land but tailing
that sails for Van Diemen's Land ( Tasmania)
and then Mew Zealand, whare he arrives in
March. In June ha goes aast across the Pacific
in another attempt ta find the continent, nating
several uncharted islands on the way.

1774 After crossing into the Antarctic Circle
again in his search for the continant he heads
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Cook's 177275 expedition: Resolution and Adventure
Fodlowing his 1770 success at Botany Bay, NSW, in claiming Australia in the King's name,
the British Adrniralty sent Cook to detarming the existence of the Great South Land, He was
to claim possassion for Britain. Cook's brief was to vanture as far south as he could and, it
possible, circurmnnavigate the globe.
In 1772 he set off in the Resolution, accompanied by the Adventure, for what wastobea
three-year voyage.

I January 1773 the expedition crossed the Antarctic circle, probably the firstavar to do so.

“The risk one runs in exploring a coasi in these
unknown and lcy Seas, is so very greal, thal | can be
bold to say, that no man will ever venture farther

Cook visited New Zealand sevaral times on his
voyages. His first was during October 1769 to Apri
1770, His initial ancounters with tha natives ware not

In Cogk’s time there wers anly two ways around the Americas
o the Pacific. One was the south via Cape Horn and then west
inta the Pacitic the other was south around Africa into the
Indian Ocean and then gast. For years the Europaans sought
a passage around North America through the Arctic and the
Bering Strait (between Russia and Canada). Cook also tried,
but started from the Pacific. He mapped parts of the North
Amegrican coastling but the suppased northwest passags was
blocked by ice. Atter Cook's death in 1779, Captain Charles
Clerke, commander of the Discovery, made one mare attempt
but also failed. Clerke died at sea 5ix manths after Cook. Tha
Dlscmry and the Rasolution made 11 back to Britain in 1780,

Northwest passage

han | have done and that the lands which may
Il 1o the South will never be explored.”

Captain Jamas Cook

iriendly, several Maoris were Killed in tha clashes,
Cook thereafter limited his contact with them as ha
clrcumnavigated the istands, mapping them as ha
went. He found refuge at Queen Charlotte Sound on
the north of the South Island, where he claimed the

Tall ship replica
HIM Bark Endeavour

Ocean, at the Tasmanian Museum and
Art Gallery, 40 Macquare Strest, Hobart,
from March 7, 2006.

Opening hours: 10am-5pm daily,
except Good Friday, ANZAC Day and
Christmas Day.

General Admission is free and includes
the new Antarctic and Southern Ocean
Gallery

School groups must pra-book visits

by contacting the TMAG Booking

Line on 6211 4189 or email

Sally Scott@tmag.tas.gov.au

Teachers’ Seminars

Antarctica and the Great Southarm Ocean
Teachers' Seminars showcasing the
programs being conducted, teaching
resources available and curricula
linkages, plus a pre-exhibition viewing
will be held on two Fridays: February 17
and 24, from 5-7.30pm,

Light refreshments will be provided.
Bookings essential.

Phone TMAG Booking ling 6211 4189
For further information on the Antarctic
and Southern Ocean Educational
programs and teacher rasources contact
the TMAG Booking Line, wisit the
website: www tmap tas gov.au

or amail the Antarctic Education officer
at Andy Baird@tmag.tas.gov.au

For further information about Antarctica,
go to the Australian Antarctic Division
web site at: wwwi.aad gov.au

narth again to explore the Pacific finding Soon aiter, the Adventure anchored in Atventure Bay, Brumy Island | Islands for Britain, in spite of what the inhabitanis 2

more uncharted istands - Easter Island, the During this voyage Goak complated the first circumnavigation of the Antarctic cantinent and thought about his intrusion. He later used Quaen Cooks Shlps

Marquesas and New Habrides. proved that the lands &nd islnd that had previcusly been discovered were not part of a stil Charlotts Sound as a place to refit and relenish Far is vovanas gt i the adiiralty had given Cook

775 Arrives back in England i Jul undiscovered southarn contingnt, In thisk fog, Tha Resolution and Adventure lost contact (n supplies on future voyagas. oy '”%Tafﬂfﬂ"” 'ﬁ;’?’ﬂg'? “E_ "]';’ ¥ a 9,'_"“";,'3% Australisn Goverament
ATAHS K AL AN U 2L, 1773 niear New Zealznd, The Resolution ratured to England in July 1775, Caak has held the Mew Zealand was eventually colonised by the British, command of iprmar Whithyy colliers - known as “cats'. Thesa e

1776 Embarks on a third woyage atismpting to
find & northwest passage between America and
Asia through the Arctic.

1TT7 visits Christmas Island, charts the
Sandwich Islands and visits Hawaii,

1778 He returns to Hawail where he is killed

in February 1774 after an altercation. His crew
continues without him attempting once again to
make it through tha northwest passage.

visils by Gaplains

honour of being the first to circumnavigate Antarctica, but this honour should in fact go to
Cook's 2nd in Gommand, Furneais:, who raturned to England on Ociober 14, 1774

recordings of large numbers of seals and whales ensured that not everyone shared that vigw.

broad-beamad, flat-bottomed, sturdy ships were excellant
nagatiators of ditficult coastline and shallow watears — parfect
far survey and exploration. The nawy referred ta them as
barks, meaning any broad ship of three masts, After har

and was originally administered by the povernar of
Mew South Walas, In the 20th century, it gained full
independence but remains part of the commonwealth
uf nations Iurrmuly under British rule

Jawes Cook and Tobizs
Furneaux af Adveaire
Bay, Brany [sfand,

A The monumen! marking ‘, Cook concluded that there was no great South Land, just a useless land of ice. But his

voyage the Endeavour was sobd by the navy and is believad
10 have been scuttled or daliberately sunk in an Amarican
harbour. The Resolution possibly suffered a similar fate.
Atternpts to find them have proved unsuccessiul
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